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n Oct. 12, 1988, Lyndon LaRouche announced the impending collapse of the
Soviet system, a collapse which he said would begin soon in Poland and would
lead to the restoration of Berlin as the future capital of Germany. Not one leading
figure of the world agreed with LaRouche then; but it happened the next year. Now,
on Oct. 12, 2005, LaRouche will again make a history-shaping announcement, in a
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Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr.

LaRouche’s 1988 Forecast of
German Reunification

The following is excerpted from LaRouche’s Oct. 12, 1988
press conference at West Berlin’s Kempinski Bristol Hotel,
given when he was an independent candidate for the
Presidency of the United States.

“...Under the proper conditions, many today will agree,
that the time has come for early steps toward the reunifi-
cation of Germany, with the obvious prospect that Berlin
might resume its role as the capital.

“For the United States, for Germans, and for Europe
generally, the question is: Will this be brought about by
assimilating the Federal Republic of Germany and West
Berlin into the East Bloc’s economic sphere of influence, or
can it be arranged differently? In other words, is a united
Germany to become part of a Europe from the Atlantic to
the Urals, as President de Gaulle proposed, or, as Mr.
Gorbachov desires, a Europe from the Urals to the Atlantic?

The Reality of the Worldwide Food Crisis

“I see a possibility, that the process of reunification
could develop as de Gaulle proposed. I base this possibili-
ty upon the reality of a terrible worldwide food crisis
which has erupted during the past several months, and will
dominate the world’s politics for at least two years to come.

“The economy of the Soviet bloc is a terrible, and wors-
ening failure. In Western European culture, we have
demonstrated that the successes of nations of big indus-
tries depend upon the technologically progressive inde-
pendent farmer, and what you call in Germany the

Mittelstand [Germany’s small and medium-sized entrepre-
neurs]. Soviet culture in its present form is not capable of
applying this lesson. Despite all attempts at structural
reforms, and despite any amount of credits supplied from
the West, the Soviet bloc economy as a whole has reached
the critical point, that, in its present form, it will continue
to slide downhill from here on, even if the present world-
wide food crisis had not erupted.

“I do not foresee the possibility of genuine peace
between the United States and Soviet Union earlier than
thirty or forty years still to come. The best we can do in the
name of peace, is to avoid a new general war between the
powers. This war-avoidance must be based partly on our
armed strength, and our political will. It must be based
also, on rebuilding the strength of our economies.

“At the same time that we discourage Moscow from
dangerous military and similar adventures, we must heed
the lesson taught us by a great military scientist nearly four
centuries ago, Niccolo Machiavelli: we must also provide
an adversary with a safe route of escape. We must rebuild
our economies to the level at which we can provide the
nations of the Soviet bloc an escape from the terrible
effects of their economic suffering.

“I give a concrete example.

“Recently, in response to the food crisis, I sponsored the
formation of an international association, called Food for
Peace. This association has just recently held its founding
conference in Chicago Sept. 3-4, and since then, has been
growing rapidly inside the United States and in other
nations represented by delegates attending that conference.

“One of the points I have stressed, in supporting this
Food for Peace effort, is that the Soviet bloc will require
the import of about 80 million tons of grain next year, as a




bare minimum for the pressing needs of its population.
China is experiencing a terrible food crisis, too. As of now,
the food reserves are exhausted. There are no more food
reserves in the United States, and the actions of the
European Commission in Brussels have brought the food
reserves of Western Europe to very low levels. Next year,
the United States and Western Europe will be cut off from
the large and growing amount of food imports during
recent years, because of the collapse of food production in
developing nations throughout most of the world.

“During 1988, the world will have produced between 1.6
and 1.7 billion tons of grains, already a disastrous short-
age. To ensure conditions of political and strategic stabili-
ty during 1989 and 1990, we shall require approximately
2.4 to 2.5 billion tons of grain each year. At those levels, we
would be able to meet minimal Soviet needs; without
something approaching those levels, we could not.

“If the nations of the West would adopt an emergency agri-
cultural policy, those nations, working together, could ensure
that we reach the level of food supply corresponding to about
2.4 billion tons of grains. It would be a major effort, and would
mean scrapping the present agricultural policies of many
governments and supranational institutions, but it could be
accomplished. If we are serious about avoiding the danger
of war during the coming two years, we will do just that.

“By adopting these kinds of policies, in food supplies and
other crucial economic matters, the West can foster the kind
of conditions under which the desirable approach to reuni-
fication of Germany can proceed on the basis a majority of
Germans on both sides of the Wall desire it should. I propose
that the next government of the United States should adopt
that as part of its foreign policy toward Central Europe.

Rebuild the Economies of Eastern Europe
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T shall propose the following concrete perspective to
my government. We say to Moscow: We will help you. We
shall act to establish Food for Peace agreements among the
international community, with the included goal that nei-
ther the people of the Soviet bloc nor developing nations
shall go hungry. In response to our good faith in doing that
for you, let us do something which will set an example of
what can be done to help solve the economic crisis
throughout the Soviet bloc generally.

“Let us say that the United States and Western Europe
will cooperate to accomplish the successful rebuilding of
the economy of Poland. There will be no interference in the
political system of government, but only a kind of Marshall
Plan aid to rebuild Poland’s industry and agriculture. If
Germany agrees to this, let a process aimed at the reunifi-
cation of the economies of Germany begin, and let this be

the punctum saliens for Western cooperation in assisting
the rebuilding of the economy of Poland.

“We, in the United States and Germany, should say to
the Soviet bloc, let us show what we can do for the peoples
of Eastern Europe, by this test, which costs you really
nothing. Then, you judge by the results, whether this is a
lesson you wish to try in other cases.

“I am now approaching the conclusion of my report. I
have two more points to identify.

“All of us who are members of that stratum called
world-class politicians, know that the world has now
entered into what most agree is the end of an era. The state
of the world as we have known it during the postwar peri-
od is ended. The only question is, whether the new era will
be better or worse than the era we are now departing?

“The next two years, especially, will be the most danger-
ous period in modern European history, and that world-
wide. Already, in Africa, entire nations, such as Uganda, are
in the process of vanishing from the map, biologically.
Madness on a mass scale, of a sort which Central Europe
has not known since the New Dark Age of the Fourteenth
Century, has already destroyed Cambodia, is threatening to
take over the Middle East as a whole, and is on the march,
to one degree or another, in every part of the world. As a
result of these conditions of crisis, the world has never
been closer to a new world war than the conditions which
threaten us during the next four years ahead. What gov-
ernments do during the coming two years will decide the
fate of all humanity for a century or more to come.

“There have been similar, if not identical periods of cri-
sis in history before this, but, never, to our best knowledge,
on a global scale, all at once.

“I recall the famous case of a certain German gentleman
of the Weimar period. This gentleman was persuaded that
a Second World War was inevitable. He searched the world
for a place to which he might move his family, to be out of
the areas in which the next war would be fought. So, when
the war erupted, he and his family were living in the
remote Solomon Islands, on the island of Guadalcanal.

“In this period of crisis, there is no place in which any
man or woman can safely hide in a crisis-ridden world
without food. One can not duck politics, with the idea of
taking care of one’s career and family, until this storm
blows over. There is no place, for any man or woman to
hide. There is no room for today’s political pragmatists in
the leadership of governments now. If we are to survive, we
must make boldly imaginative decisions, on the condition
that they are good choices, as well as bold ones.

“The time has come for a bold decision on U.S. policy
toward Central Europe. . ..”
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